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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TEYNHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16TH MAY 2023 AT TEYNHAM COMMUNITY HALL, 89 STATION ROAD, TEYNHAM AT 7.50PM. 
Present:  Cllr Townson (Chairman), Cllr Sharman, Cllr Mann, Cllr Dixon, Cllr Barnett, Cllr Simester and Clerk Hayley Steel, SBC Bowen and SBC Speed.
Absent:    
1. Apologies for absence
Cllr Brodigan and KCC Lehman.
2.  To confirm all registers of interests have been received and have been forwarded to the monitoring officer.
Register of Interest forms have been sent to individual councillors for completion. It was agreed to roll this over to the next meeting.
3.  Public session for 20 minutes to allow members of the public and councillors with prejudicial interests to speak on matters on the Agenda.
(None)

4.  To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting
held on Tuesday 7th March 2023.

It was moved by Cllr Barnett, seconded by Cllr Dixon and

RESOLVED: “That the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 7th March 2023 be accepted as a true record”
5. Matters Arising.

None.
6.  Chairman’s report.

The new Chairman Cllr Townson thanked Cllr Brodigan for his time and dedication during his two years of Chairmanship and looked forward to continue to work with him.
7.  To vote to co-opt a new Councillor onto the Parish Council.

Max Tant expressed an interest in re-joining the Parish Council.

It was moved by Cllr Barnett, seconded by Cllr Dixon and

RESOLVED: “That Max Tant be co-opted onto Teynham Parish Council.”
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FINANCE:

8.  To approve the Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2023.
It was moved by Cllr Sharman, seconded by Cllr Barnett and

RESOLVED: “That the income and expenditure Account for the year ending 31st March 2023 be taken as a true record”.

9.  To note the Internal Auditor’s Report.
Noted.

10. To agree the Statement of Internal Control for year ending 31 March 2023.
It was agreed to roll this over to the next meeting.

11.   Annual review of the effectiveness of Internal Audit. 
It was agreed to roll this over to the next meeting.

12.  To agree the Annual Return for 2022/23 and to complete Section 2.
It was moved by Cllr Sharman, seconded by Cllr Mann and 

RESOLVED: “That the Annual Return for 2022/23 including Section 2 be taken as a true record”.

13.  To note that there is no excessive money in Committees' accounts and to agree to the sums being carried over to the financial year 2023/24.
It was moved by Cllr Sharman, seconded by Cllr Townson and 

RESOLVED: “That there is no excessive money in Committees accounts and agree to the sums being carried over to the financial year 2023/24.”
14.   To note that the financial accounts for 2022/23 will be open to
the public by appointment at Teynham Community Hall from
Tuesday 6th June 2023 to Monday 17th July 2023.

Noted.
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15.  To receive an update on recent vandalism on the Meadow (Cllr
Barnett)
Update: The table in the Meadow has fresh graffiti. The CCTV hasn’t picked anything up yet. We are working with SBC’s CCTV team to improve the coverage of the cameras (making the CCTV scan the area) and better use of the patrol team.

16.  Highways improvement plan - update and agree action needed
on station road with regard to yellow lines and the car park (Cllr
Dixon)
Cllrs Dixon and Townson have routine meeting with Jenny Watson at KCC Higways team. Items of note: 

· Station Road: Approval for yellow lines imminent. We have concerns about the timing of the painting of the new yellow lines and the unfinished car park. Ward councillor to contact the developer for an update.  

· Lower Road: Community feedback has led KCC Highways team to investigate safety concerns of Lower Road. This may take a few months for further outcomes.  Some speed control initiatives for Lower Road may depend on the new Frognal Garden Development. 
· Junction of Lower Road and Station Road by the shop (opposite the station) – Options requested for road markings/kerb side plant box/bollard to stop cars mounting the kerb.
· Village/welcome gates: Looking at options for village gates. Cost approx £1200). We noted signs require a verge with 1.8m space. Update for next meeting PC meeting on 20th June to get full council approval.
17.  Proposal: Interim guidance. Engaging with developers, maintaining transparency and community engagement. (Cllr Townson) 
This item was discussed.  There was a printing error so this  could not be reviewed at the meeting.  Full document will be sent via email but at the meeting there was general approval for the approach.  In addition Cllr Dixon was asked to make initial contact with Planning Consultants to check availability.  It was noted that the developer has requested time with the Parish Council and we will schedule time at a public meeting in due course. 
Guidance for Councillors. 16 May 2023
Pre-application meetings 
· The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning applications within the parish of Teynham. 
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· The final decision on all planning matters rests with Swale Borough Council. 
Predetermination
· In all meetings with developers, Councillors are reminded of the importance of not pre-determining their position on any future planning applications. 

· It is noted that expressing a predisposition, eg. ‘welcome in principle’ or ‘have concerns’ is permissible.  

Purpose of pre-application briefing  
· Fact finding — to gather information on proposed development

· Asking questions — to build better understanding of proposal 

· No decision making

· For information only

Procedure at pre-application briefing meetings
A pre-application briefing is a meeting of the Parish Council or the Planning Committee at which a developer provides information on their proposed planning application to members of the Parish Council and is open to members of the public.
 
Developers are invited to provide the Parish Council with a pre-application briefing which is:
· Without prejudice to the Parish Council’s response to the formal consultation
· Included as part of a meeting of the Parish Council or the Planning Committee

· Advertised as part of the meeting agenda

· Timed limited

· Open to members of the public 

· Included as part of the public record in the minutes of the meeting

· Subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act

 
Process: Organising pre-application briefing  
Developers wishing to organise a pre-application briefing should contact the Parish Council, via the Parish Clerk. Email: clerk@teynhamparishcouncil.org
Transparency
Great care should be taken to ensure that we are not colluding with (or giving the impression of colluding with) a developer in return for our support for a proposed development.
· All communication with developers to go via the Parish Clerk
During this discussion we asked Cllr Dixon to approach Kirsty Castle for options to help guide us in the next stage responding to the upcoming Frognal Place Development.
18.  Proposal: Communication. Key messages to share.    (Cllr
Townson) 

All agreed…

	Topic
	Summary
	Actions

	Amenities 
	The Meadow
	(April 2023) Two additional cherry trees have been planted in The Meadow (total 4 trees). Organised by Teynham in Bloom. Trees starting to establish.
Teynham School/TIB request to create a wild flower area.

	Antisocial behaviour
	Recent graffiti on the wooden table near to children’s play equipment in The Meadow, Belle Friday Close.
	(May 2023) Working with the SBC’s CCTV team to make the best use of the CCTV service and the patrol team.
(March 2023) CCTV Camera operational. Monitored by SBC’s CCTV team, with access to the local patrol team.
(October 2022) Grant awarded for CCTV 
(July 2022) Applied for grant for CCTV 

	
	Ball landing in neighbour’s garden
	(May 2023) Currently seeking alternative contractors to supply and fit ‘ball stop fencing’. Our regular contractor was unable to help with this request.
Parish Councillors have completed site visit.
Resident updated (check?)

	Air quality 
	Concerns about air quality along the A2 and SBC’s proposal to remove the Air Quality Management Area on London Road, Teynham.
	(April 2023) TPC responded to DEFRA’s National Air Quality survey. One of only 4 parish councils in the UK.
L&K PC also completed the survey.
(Jan 2023) TPC responded to the SBC’s draft Air Quality Management Plan.

	Bus Service
	Local bus services cut; poor late evening service.
	(April 2023) TPC responded to SBC’s Bus survey. Key points included restoring bus services to communities (eg Conyer); cost of service; and poor evening service. 

	Community 
Events
	Request for Community Events
	(May 2023) Delivered ‘King’s Coronation Tea’. Feedback was excellent for those who attended; Feedback also highlighted that other residents would have attended if the event had been held on the weekend.
(Ongoing) The regular drop-in-cafe, hosted by the WI and funded by TPC is held every second week at the Community Hall.
(Feb 2022) We are considering a number of community events this year. If you have suggestions/ would like to help please get in contact.

	Community Hall
	Community Hall users have noticed a slight dip in the floor 
	Parish Cllrs have reviewed. 
Will keep under review.

	Community 
Grants
	Community groups have requested financial support.
	The successful grant applicants were from Friendly Faces (£xxx) and Stepping Stones (£xxx). Payment currently in progress. 


	Cost of living
	The rise in the cost of living has impacted many people in our community.
	(Jan — Feb 2023) TPC worked with Friendly Faces and Teynham Church to deliver a weekly warm space with free drinks and hot soup. 

	Drainage
	Road drains blocked in
Frognal Gardens, A2, Station R & Lower R. 
	(Internal update) We are currently seeking new contact in KCC to escalate operational issues. 
(Oct 2022) Issue reported online to KCC 

	
	Frognal Pond floods Lower Rd. after work to divert run-off water.
	(May 2023) Issue reported to Southern Water. Awaiting response.

	Doctors 
	The surgery has moved to Sittingbourne. It is difficult to get appointments.
	Next steps, to be discussed, include raising awareness, being more vocal, seeking input from local residents. 

	Footpaths
	Many footpaths are overgrown
	(May 2023) Link shared on facebook to report directly with KCC. TPC seeking new contact in KCC to raise issue. Suggestion - to be discussed - Amenities Committee: Working party to open up pathways (DIY team)

	
	Footpath ZR256+7 ploughed over
	Reported issue to KCC (Public Rights of Way team).

	
	Footpath over railway closed. Consultation closing soon.
	(May 2023) KCC consultation on the railway crossing will close for comments on 20 May. 
TPC to remind residents to submit their comments directly to KCC. TPC will gather comments and submit to KCC. 
(April) Raised awareness of Network Rail’s proposal to divert footpath, via social media and parish magazine.

	
	Ash Path. Long diversion when closed for gas main repairs. 
	Raised community concerns with the case office at KCC. In correspondence. Providing extra details to see if KCC/Utility company can create a parallel pathway (and reduce the long diversion).
Raised awareness of proposed change with the community, via social media and web page.

	Highways 
	Multiple issues including high speed on Lower Rd, London Rd and Station Road; Traffic vibration impacts houses on A2
	(May 2023) Data for speed surveys received from KCC. Information to be published on TPC website, with links from social media. 
(Summer 2022) A summary of local concerns and issues published online. Speed surveys completed for Lower Rd, Station Rd and Conyer Rd. Follow up meeting with H’way Improvement team to be scheduled. Actions to be discussed: reduce speed on Lower Road; Support quiet lane project on Lower Road.

	
	Lower Road
	(May 2023) Zoom meeting with KCC Highway improvement team. Raised community concerns about speed of traffic on Lower Road. As a direct result of feedback about safety concerns, KCC will do in-depth analysis of Lower Road 

	
	Concerns about work starting on a new access roundabout on A2 (for Frognal Place).
	Contacted the SBC Planning team to enquire what is permitted development/activity at this stage of the planning process. Also raised with SBC Ward Councillors. 

	
	EV Charging Scheme
	(May 2023) Initial survey to check options scheduled
(April 2023) TPC has registered for KCC’s scheme to provide EV charging points for electric cars.

	
	Traffic Calming ‘island’  on Station Road.
	(May 2023) TPC Identified potential timing issue with yellow lines on Station Road (near traffic calming ‘island’). 
KCC is planning to permit developers to add yellow lines at top of station road before the car park is complete. Raised issue with Highways, KCC Rich and SBC Lloyd.

	Litter
	Significant litter on A2 (near ZR256); Ash Path; Conyer path and Lower Rd.
	(April 2023) Draft strategy prepared to reduce the amount of litter in the community. Draft to be shared after the local elections. 

	
	Bin request: Playing area/MUGA
	(May 2023) Chased. Needs to be prioritised.
(Feb 2023) We are currently discussing the issue with the waste contractor.

	Parish Council
	Updates from the Parish Council and how we operate
	(May 2023) Following the recent uncontested election, three seats are available on the Parish Council. To be advertised to the community shortly.
BANKING: Implemented the first stage of electronic banking, with the aim of reducing the time to pay suppliers. Next stage will focus on accounting software to provide timely financial information.
COMMS: TPC is looking at different ways to improve how we communicate and respond to inquiries. This document is an example of working in different ways to share information. Feedback welcome. 
PROJECTS: TPC piloting a single project list to track and monitor projects and fault list. [add URL]
COMMS: The late spring edition of Teynham News will be published on (date)

	Planning
	Frognal Place. 
There is significant community concern about the development.
	(May 2023) The developers, Chartway, have requested a meeting with Teynham Parish Council. Meeting delayed until after the election period.
TBC at meeting: TPC will invite Lynsted PC & Tongue PC to hear the presentation, as we have shared community concerns. 
(April 2023) Update to residents, via social media and web page, on history of Frognal Lane playing fields.
(April 2023) Raised awareness of developer’s drop in session. Developer’s presentation materials can be viewed online.
https://www.chartwaygroup.co.uk/teynham/

	
	Highsted application 8000+ homes
	Objection updated and submitted, inc 70 page report.

	
	Tonge planning application for 380 houses nr Church Rd.
	Application referred to Planning Inspector.
Submitted planning objection. Cllr Townson spoke at the SBC planning meeting reviewing the application.

	Streetlights
	Resident request: 
Older street lamp columns need repainting.
	(May 2023) Awaiting feedback from contractors to confirm the start date. 

(Feb 2023) We have surveyed all 90 street lamps owned and managed by TPC. Funds have been allocated to repaint the lamp posts. Work to be scheduled this year.


This summary has been compiled by Paul Townson, 15 May 2023. 
Teynham Parish Council would welcome your comments or suggestions. Send your comment to the Teynham Parish Clerk, Hayley Steel. Email: clerk@teynhamparishcouncil.org. 
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You are most welcome at the Parish Council meetings. There is a public session at the start of each meeting where you have the opportunity to share your views. 
Alternatively, share your views via one of the Parish Councillors. Our contact
details can be found online: Your Councillors - Teynham Parish Council.
19.  Report from PCSO Vacant Position (if available).
New PCSO has not been appointed.

20.  To receive a report from the Transport Representative.
Nothing to report.

21.  To receive reports of any potholes and/or pathway damage
considered to require remedial action.
We have reported anything we see to Kent Highways.

22.  Accounts (Appendix A & B).
It was moved by Cllr Barnett, seconded by Cllr Sharman and

RESOLVED: “That Accounts Appendix A & B be taken as a true record”.

23.  Reports of Committee Chairman 


a)
Planning – 2 plans and air quality response sent.

b)
Amenities – fence in the Meadow has been cut twice.

c)
Finance and General Purposes – Meeting tbc
d)
Editorial – Summer edition of TN out early June.
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e)
Teynham Community Hall – Noting to report.
24.  Reports by representatives on outside organisations 

a)
TVHMC – Nothing to report
b)
KALC Swale Area Committee – Nothing to report
25.  To agree any items justifying a request for a joint meeting with LwKPC.
Nothing 

26.  Advanced Notice of Items for the Agenda of the next Ordinary
Meeting.
To be sent to Clerk.
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27.  To note the following Meeting Dates. 

· Tuesday 20th June 2023

Ordinary Meeting

· Tuesday 25th July 2023

Ordinary Meeting

· Tuesday 12th September 2023
Ordinary Meeting

· Tuesday 24th October 2023

Ordinary Meeting

· Tuesday 12th December 2023
Budget/Precept & Ordinary Meeting
28.  Chairman’s Closing Remarks

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and the meeting closed at 9.25pm.


